NEWSLETTER
The termly newsletter for primary school and
academy managers and all classroom based staff

Newsletter 45 – Spring 2020

There are so many great projects going on that involve primary schools in computing around the county at the
moment that I’m dedicating this newsletter to celebrating some of them because I feel immensely privileged
to be a part of them all.
Some of these come with an invitation to be involved (they come first), others it’s just worth knowing about,
some have already happened. All of them take children out beyond the classroom and share their work with a
wider audience. That’s one of the great things that working with organisations beyond school, and with
technology, can do. Audience and purpose is really important for children’s work, that’s why I’m always on the
lookout for people to work with. At the moment we seem to have a bumper crop.

Computing Conference: Sleuth IT – Thursday 5th March 9.30-2.30 - Holmer Academy
This will be a coordinators’ conference with a difference. Pretty much
the whole agenda will be given over to Joe Moretti (an Apple
Distinguished Educator) who has developed Sleuth IT, to promote
literacy in the classroom through a series of adventure games which
place students at the heart of the action. As each story unfolds they
must turn detective, sifting through evidence, analysing witness
interviews, exploring locations and cracking codes in order to gather all
the information needed to solve the mystery.
As they work to solve each case your students will develop core literacy
skills, reading for understanding, critical thinking skills, collaboration
and communication.
We’ll use a specially adapted version of the materials: The Time Machine is designed for Sleuth IT taster events,
and brings together elements from six Sleuth IT games into one exciting narrative to enable teachers and
students alike to experience all the excitement and engagement that Sleuth IT games generate.
This is a FREE session for any teacher (it doesn’t have to be the computing coordinator) in all schools and we
invite you to bring a small group of children along with you to enjoy the day. Book your place here.

herefordshirecomputing.com

Digital Leaders: Animations for an art exhibition – various venues
The main focus for the Herefordshire Digital Leaders conferences this term
will be animation. There’s an end product: we’ll be working with a local artist,
Sue Edwards, who is putting on an exhibition at the Hereford Museum and
Art Gallery in Broad Street in the autumn entitled Moving Landscapes. Sue
has asked if we can help her to create some animations based on that subject
that will form a part of her exhibition. These can either be created by your
school’s digital leader team or, better still, by children from a class in the
school led by your digital leaders. Either way, we’ll focus on animation
(though there will be other projects) and the two Hereford conferences will
this time take place at the Museum.
At the time of the conferences, Rick & Julia Goldsmith are hosting an exhibition as part of Herefordshire Life
Through a Lens, a three year project that has been the basis for our Herefordshire film project for the last three
years. Rick has offered to do some green screen work as part of the day too.
You can book places here all sessions start at 9.30 and end at 2.30 (and are the same):
• Wednesday 18th March – Hereford Museum & Art Gallery, Broad Street
• Thursday 19th March – Ashfield Park Primary School, Ross-on-Wye
• Friday 20th March – Hereford Museum & Art Gallery, Broad Street

Ross-on-Wye’s Museum Without Walls
A hugely creative community group in Ross-on-Wye
called createROSS has begun the process of creating in
the town a Museum Without Walls. In practice this
means bringing back features of the town that are now lost, through the medium of Augmented Reality. They’ve
asked me to be involved by working with local primary schools (so far Ashfield Park, Brampton Abbotts, St
Joseph’s, Bridstow and Walford) to create short films that speak of the historical significance of each artefact.
We’ve so far recreated John Kyrle’s lost late 17th Century fountain on The Prospect and a row of nine halftimbered houses by the Market House demolished in 1862 (to be released very soon).
You can watch the films the children have made on the website. Better still, download the MWM apps onto your
smartphone and visit the town. We are aiming for around 12 exhibits over the next few years. There will be
plenty more to do and if you fancy being involved with a future project (you don’t have to be a Ross school)
please let me know. They are done with a small group of children in two self-contained full day workshops.
Exhibit three is planned and will be:
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Gilpin’s Boat – Poetry and Computing
The third exhibit in Ross-on-Wye’s Museum Without Walls. Six
schools will work with local poet Sara-Jane Arbury on a workshop day
in Whitchurch on Friday 24th April. They will take a boat trip down the
Wye and then write collage poems which they will take back to
school, perform as a class and then film it. The films will form a part
of the next Museum app. This builds on a lasting relationship with
Sara-Jane which has resulted in excellent poetry trail outcomes at
Ledbury, Bosbury, Leintwardine and Much Marcle primary schools in collaboration with and funding from
Ledbury Poetry Festival. You can get involved with this if you’d like to be one of the schools – just drop me an
email, but be quick it’s filling up! Again we’ve got funding for it, this time from Arts Council England, so it’s free.
The app, museum exhibit and poetry will be launched as part of the Ross Reinvented Festival on Sunday 24th
May.

Gilpin 2020 – The Wye Valley Learning Network
We’ve been successful in securing a grant from the
Herefordshire’s a Great Place Hidden Gems scheme
for nine schools within the Wye Valley Learning
Network to take part in a project to create works of
art and to make a film that links the Wye Tour (this
year celebrating the 250th anniversary) with tourism
in their community today. This is a really exciting
project that will be taking place through the summer
term and will culminate with a public launch and celebration at St Mary’s Church in Ross-on-Wye on the evening
of Friday 26th June. You can learn more about the project on the community project’s website. This is another
great example of schools engaging with their local communities as a part of the process of creating content for
them. The short films that the schools create will be created in such a way that they can be joined into a longer
film of about 30 minutes which we hope will be screened in local cinemas and through Flicks in the Sticks etc.

Eastnor’s Garden at the RHS Malvern Spring Garden Festival
Cradley CE Primary has entered a garden here for several years,
and last year were awarded best in show. I’ve been privileged to be
involved in some of them. Well, watch out Cradley, Eastnor is going
to be competing with you this year. They’ve chosen a space theme
and asked if tech can be incorporated. We’ve already been on a
space VR expedition for inspiration and material for their films.
We’ve used Garage Band to do a class performance / recording of a space song, later we’re going to turn all this,
with work they’ve been doing on their space topic into a series of short films for visitors to their garden to see.
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Mordiford CE Primary: Shakespeare Schools Festival - filming at The Courtyard
The Shakespeare Festival is a well-established
festival and schools right across the county have
benefited from it over many years. A tremendous
amount of work goes into the performance at the
Courtyard. This year Mordiford CE Primary School
have taken this a stage further by bringing out a film version of their performance.
They returned to the theatre a few days after the public performance to turn their stage play into a screen play.
We discussed what that meant, filmed long shots, close-ups, adapted the performance for camera and made
quite a creditable end product in just one morning (and an evening of editing). You’ll find their production here.

Blackfriars Priory and the Coningsby Hospital Museum – St Thomas Cantilupe
Year 3 at St Thomas Cantilupe CE Academy is working with
their next-door neighbour, the Coningsby Hospital Museum.
They are about to begin work on a short film which will be
available to visitors to the museum and tell a little of the
building’s history, and that to the neighbouring Blackfriars
Priory in a different way and with a dose of humour.

FINALLY: Online Safety Live Update session
The latest update from the UK Safer Internet Centre will come
to Hereford again on Friday 28th February, 9:30 – 11.30 at
Holmer CE Academy. These are always very popular events
and the number one stop if you want to hear about the latest
corners of the internet that young people inhabit, where the
dangers might be and how to mitigate them. This is a FREE
event. Learn more and book your place here on this free event here.

Herefordshire Computing Support is …
... ME! Mark Sanderson
Computing Consultant
07484 379894
msanderson@herefordshire.gov.uk
www.herefordshirecomputing.com

A part of Herefordshire’s Learning and Achievement Service
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