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Literacy Light – CPD for the teaching of reading, by Stephanie Austwick and me
The Springing off the Page series of courses on using picture
books that Steph and I delivered a couple of years ago was
really well received and people have kindly asked if we’ll repeat
it. We’re not doing that, but this series of 6 courses (all
standalone) in November, will build on what we did then and
has been designed to address the latest Ofsted priorities for
reading.
Three of the sessions, Passing on the Passion, focus on a picture book (which we’ll give you to take away) but
with ideas that can be used with all types of books) they will feature extensive use of tech. The other three, How
to teach: … will be delivered by Steph alone and focus more heavily on the pedagogy of Literacy.
We’re running all of them at a new venue, in the new office / training room above the iStore in High Town. So a
perfect opportunity to stay on for a bit of retail therapy in town afterwards. Because of Steph’s involvement
there is a £50 charge for each session (but buy three get one free). More information, dates and booking here.

Computing Conference – Monday 25th November, 1.00 – 3.30 at HARC
This is the termly conference aimed at
Computing leads in primary schools but
open to anyone who wants to come. This
term we’ll be looking at getting going with
coding for KS2 on iPads with Scratch 3,
some creative Christmas ideas for iPads
and an update on Purple Mash. You can book places here.
We’ll be using a new venue this time; the Herefordshire Archives and Records Centre at Rotherwas.

herefordshirecomputing.com

Digital Leaders: What are they up to?
The Herefordshire Digital Leaders
programme continues to be hugely
popular and it’s great to see so many
teams of children growing in
confidence as they lead on the
development of technology in their
school. You can see more of what’s
been going on both inside schools
and at the conferences by taking a
look at their public facing Seesaw blog.
If you’re new to it, the model is that I run a conference for all the school teams of DLs each term, these contain
self-contained projects so that the children can run iPad based activities in lessons and clubs back in school.
We held another great celebration event at the Three Counties Hotel last term and focussed on virtual reality,
new features in iMovie (see below) and Apple’s suite of eBooks, Everyone can Create (see item below).
In this term’s conferences we’ll be looking at how Scratch 3 can be used on iPads to support coding at KS2,
Google Forms and something else still to be decided!
You can book places here all sessions start at 9.30 and end at 2.30:
• Thursday 24th October – Holmer CE Academy
• Wednesday 6th November – Hampton Dene Primary, Hereford
• Friday 8th November – Ashfield Park Primary, Ross-on-Wye
• Thursday 14th November – Cradley CE Primary

Albion Courses
Elliot and John at Hereford’s iStore, through their associated
Apple Regional Training Centres (RGS) at Walford Primary School
and in Worcestershire, are involving themselves more in what’s
going on in our classrooms. Here are the CPD opportunities they
are offering this term.
iPads in Action! Interactive Learning Walk - Thursday 24th October 2019 | 9.00 - 11.00am
A showcase of how iPads bring lessons to life in the classroom with a Q&A session at the end.
Held at Walford Primary School, Ross-on-Wye. Details and booking
Keynote (Tuesday 22nd October 5-6 pm) Clips ( Thursday 28th November 5-6 pm) sessions
Select from a range of workshops on how best to utilise iPad in schools brought to you by Apple Regional
Training Centre at The Royal Grammar School in Worcester. Details and booking
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iPad 1:1 Scheme Learning Walk - Thursday 5th December | 11 am - 2 pm
Our digital leaders will take you on a 'learning walk’ of classrooms to show how iPads are used in the delivery of
exciting lessons and activities.
Held at St Barnabas CE First & Middle School, Pershore, Worcestershire. Details and booking ink to follow

Improvements to iMovie
I love creating films with children and the iOS version of iMovie
has, for many years, provided a great platform for this.
However, many of you will know I’ve spent the last few years
publicly lamenting the lack of certain functionality that would
have made this excellent app even better. Well in July Apple
released an update which must have been based on my wish
list. Now you can:


Add stills as cutaway shots



Use a vastly improved library of music (it’s actually the one that’s been in Clips since it appeared a year
or so ago) so that films created in iMovie don’t immediately give that impression.



Do great things with green screen without needing to use another app.



Do all of this more quickly and efficiently.

Everyone Can Create

Apple have released an excellent series of 5 eBooks covering how some of their core iPad apps can be used to a
high standard to support the creative curriculum. There’s something for everyone in here and lots to learn, no
matter how well advanced you think your skills are. The best way to find them is to search in Books (on the
home page of your iPad). Each book contains a series of tutorials, supported by helpful videos
and supporting files to download. I promise you’ll learn something with any one of the series
and you’ll certainly improve your classroom use of the iPad. It’s a really good way of polishing
children’s digital work and they will thank you for passing on the professional tips.

herefordshirecomputing.com - Herefordshire Computing Support Newsletter – September 2019

Page 3 of 4

Scratch 3 – perhaps the best platform for KS2 coding now on iPads
I’ve been asked quite a lot recently how schools can satisfy the
requirements of KS2 coding now that their last remaining laptops
have given up the ghost and they’ve taken the decision to move to
tablets. Until recently this has been a problem; from the beginning
of 2019 not so. The answer is Scratch 3, and it’s a great resource, try
it out now. Most schools have been using Scratch in some form or
other, you may be using the old tried and trusted downloaded
version of Scratch 1.4, or perhaps Scratch 2 online, on your laptops and PCs. You may think you’re using Scratch
on your iPads, but it’s probably the cut down version of Scratch for KS1 and is called Scratch Junior (confusingly!)
A key thing since January is that you can now save children’s work online. To do this you will first need to create
a teacher account for yourself (quite straight forward) and then create an accounts for each of your children.
The advantage to this is that you then control their accounts and can ensure that they are working safely but
they can carry on at home and collaborate and share their projects only with the class. If you’re working on
computers rather than tablets It is also possible to download / upload your projects to your computer rather
than saving online if you prefer not to create accounts.
There are many other great improvements too and you can learn more by visiting the FAQ page. Now that
Scratch is properly available for all platforms in use in school you can continue to use the excellent teaching
plans that you’ll find from many sources online. Once again, I’d particularly single out the first rate and thorough
resources from Phil Bagge.
We’ll be looking at how you can get up and running with this at the Computing conference on 25th November
and reinforcing it at the Digital Leaders pupil conferences this term.

Herefordshire Computing Support is …
ME! Mark Sanderson
Computing Consultant
07484 379894
msanderson@herefordshire.gov.uk
www.herefordshirecomputing.com

A part of Herefordshire’s Learning and Achievement Service
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